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1080p hdtvFriday, January 11, 2010 While the US is up in arms over an 'international

embargo' on Iran's civilian nuclear program, a British version of this impasse is playing
out at home. On Monday the UK government announced a three month moratorium on
new applications for British citizenship. The move, timed to coincide with the news that
the West was going to war with Iran, was intended as a gesture of support for the UK by
its European neighbors, who wanted to show Britain solidarity. It also had the advantage

of being handed the day after it was announced that an anti-terrorist bill was to be
rushed through Parliament. The clear link between the two actions was lost on virtually

no one. Rather, the political strategy was to contrast the UK version of the Foreign
Office's anti-extremism drive with Tony Blair's much more successful campaign against

terrorism, which, according to some, contributed to the decision to go to war in Iraq.
Once again, the government has shown that it is often more interested in scoring cheap

points on the back of terrorism than in protecting British citizens. This is the same
government that has also ploughed £12 million into a drop-out center in British prisons
to deal with the problem. Sure enough, the UK home secretary, Theresa May, recently
defended the moratorium as "doing all we can to ensure the safety of British citizens".
She made it clear that "no longer is it adequate to have criminal convictions as the sole
criteria for barring someone from entering or remaining in the UK". Now that she has
got us all on the hook for a war, it is clear who is winning this costly moral crusade. By

deciding that those who have not committed any sort of crime other than being born in a
particular part of the world are to be treated harshly, May has undermined Britain's
ability to win allies against terrorism. She is also extending the reach of a policy that

effectively treats the foreign born as though they are under suspicion. With a one-year
moratorium on citizenship applications now in place, she is effectively increasing the

pool of people who can be, and probably will be, barred from coming to live in the UK.
Just imagine the resentment of citizens of ex-colonies who have given their lives to help

British society. For the government to suddenly declare
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