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of birth missing (living people)You are here Fisherman who caught monster fish wins lottery, invests in fishing gear A
fisherman from Wrangell who caught an 805-pound salmon this past summer says he bought a new tent, air mattress and a

fishing rod, among other things, so he could better pursue his passion in life. Todd Sutardjka, 25, said his mother placed a $1
million Powerball jackpot ticket on the kitchen table in July. “All I could think about was that I was going to have to buy a new

fishing boat and all the gear,” he said. Sutardjka plans to use the money to pay down debt, which he said he had accrued as a
student at Iliamna Community College. He invested the earnings from his first season of salmon fishing in the Capital Region. “I

went fishing the first time this year,” he said. “My first catch was at 7:30 a.m., it took two lines to bring it in, so I ended up
losing it.” This was not the first time Sutardjka has caught a huge fish. He said he has caught swordfish, halibut and a small

salmon. “I have seen video of guys that have caught salmon the size of boats,” he said. A search of the Internet shows numerous
videos of giant salmon being caught. One of the most famous has been caught on videotape by the captain of the Pamela Flett, a
Canadian fishing vessel that captured a 993-pound Chinook on June 15, 2006, in Canadian waters. The tremendous size of the
fish surprised him. “It was massive,” he said. Brett Wilson, a longtime commercial fisherman who lives in Wrangell and works
for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, said he would not be surprised if Sutardjka had caught a 10- or 12-pound salmon

this past summer. He said Sutardjka would need a boat that is
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